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thea9 arnondmenls. aid that no 8ddlBM«d seaieh b i»q«mdlv 

aaliw1-14wBreta|ectedunifer35U.S.C103{a)asbelnourpatBrrt^ . . 

LaeOkrotaL (US Patent AppDcaBon No. US a001rtl0129287) In %tew of FalcW et al. (US 
Paf«til5km783>.T»»«|actlonoJcteitn1undBr35U.S.<X1<l3(a>iiBbehgunpa1» - 
oi«. iMffleretal. (US.Ptfent AppficBlfan No. US2001«W12B2B7)ln VtewoT RalehlotaL 
(US PBl»nt'6J28^)stiould boviimdrawm fbrlto reason rhtf 
- disdose tha slepa of the InsSart InvanUon wharein e second eolvantor aolwrt rabduia Is 
added to the polynwdzalion irtxlnre pito to ihe r«n^ 

fUsl eolMnl} and the eomWhaltan wMi FaleW et oL b Improper, beeauw FelchI et el teaeh 
away fhsm flie Wart fcwonlion. f^alehl et al cflsctoses a polymatetlon 
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awaiyftwnlhaliwanaon. 

AppBcart'a fcwenlbn catertes to a praM»»1bf pfddudno a 1^ 
typa of pdytTwifisolaaad in Loatfler at at. whenafti AppUcant dtooivered thai by adding a 
.eecowl l)lgher-Cw«ft« 90l«t* UHttuM a boMno point .of at leartia^ 
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process ImprovBtnent vAMi sl^iilican&y lowers rocairary exists over cosivenfionaJ scparaJlon 
of the poiymerltonithB polymcrizaBon inadii*n Which retires rocovsiy ol tha polynnar, 
Iblawad by cfspereton of ite polymer with a dasimd sdvenl 

Tha pafert ba FalcW et aL relates to polymertzatiDn processes to produoo 
ob^tomartccbpo^ymerB cfelhyterta. The oftiylene-liased pols/tnefB of Falcfil et aL are 
s^nlficanfly diflteientfroin Bie aqueous solubte and water fiweltaWa pofymers of the mstant 
(rerefifion. No one eUIed In the art of oquaous tkaaad pofcf merizattan leacSon^ and reoowery 
mtf bods would be motivated to look la tfie art or ettvlm-based polymefs wfilchere 
lypkaly Inwiubia in aquroua media. In the pfooaea of Fetetii et aL, potymertzatfofi of 
monomers Is carried out In e aolveni (polynieflzBlion inedlum>lo provWo a reacfion sfcjiry 
oomprtstng inteactatl monomere end ehe poljffiier. The reedton dwiy IstlratllashBd to 
remove a portion of the wueacJad gaseous rnonomere and a minittuim amountof coJwentor 
potymeiizatton mediiaa The rnmlting amount ot shiny b mtod wtth addfltonal eroount of 
the saone Bolwnt cr a difliwent s<rfvanl of the same dass a^ 

to e d«gassfr»Q step in the pfesance of a molat air stream to deectivate any caflalysl ard to 
further reduce the ramsM^ aioount of monomer. No polymer Leutiaa road lum <eolvGnt] is 
diaclosed as beh^ removed In the degassinoelBCi. (See oolumn 7, inasSO]. Mone of the 
exanptes In the F^tclil el al. referenoe dlsdose the removal orf the polywierlzafion medium ' 
<tM aoNartl) In which the polymeniatlon carried out Thus. f=ialc« et aL taaclMS eway 
Iwm V» btslant arwerifion by nata!nfc« easenGally all of the frel solvent cr polymertratJoli 
irredlum in 1he polymer prod ud. (See FalchI et at further wmowee ihe lemalnino monomer 
by bul>tiar^ a wet air stieam tuoMgh iha pdymar/solwBnt mbdure-See Abstract (b) and 
Colurnii 4b Unas 24-3C9« Appllcanre ta¥BnHon leciles a poeymertzatloo process vhlch does • 
not Indiide- a monomar removel or a calaSyst deactlvBtlon step. In addSon /^pltoant ^ 
im«ntlon leaches the remoual of Hie polymerizatfbn medium (Rrst soluertl) after the addllfcui 
of a (second] Mghar boOU^ soSvent, iMherein IheMsher-boIBrig Golvent >A^t€h differe In bonng 
poimibflhopDCymBifealionmedlij^ . 
urvaacted monomer and leaciiing Ihe farther addKbn of a se?OBnd eolverrl or addNIonal . 
amounts of the first sol vartt FalchI et aL teaciies away from A(m^^'^ siwonBcn. Mo one 
eldtled In Ihe art would find any oamblnalioa of the Loefller et aL piAncalion and the Falchi 
aL TOfarence wftfch would pmduce AppHcantfs dalmed Invenlloa F**thermore, ttwie can be 
no moflvatlon to comWne the LoetDer ct el. leference with the FalchI eft al patent When the 
Falrfi et al leferenoa taaehea away from the Instant InventiGm. ^^loart's Inwenflon must 
beooieidereda&awtiole.Thefeforebther^l^ ' ' 
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belr^unpefentabaeaverLfieffler etaL (US Patent Appflcaltan Ma. US 2001/001^87) in 
vf0w of F^lcM 01 at (US Palenf V2a.7a3) should to wShdrawn fbr the ressan Ihal the 
LoeffterBl al na1srenc8.lB silent cn any Introducfion cfd second, tilgher-bollne solvent and 
subsequent laneval Bls.*p of (ha nrst sotwent ^an though the Falclil at al. reCerenoe 
discloses the posslbONy of Inlroducing a second soh^ntlo tha polymerlzafion slurry, Falchi . 
el aa. specifjcally taecti away fiom ramoMal of any of the first sdvant or potyineftzatlan , 
madOtjnt. 

The rojecfion oif claims 2-6 and 10-14 urtdar 35 103(a) as being unpatantabia 
ovar LoefneretaL (US Rolanl AppTu^ation No. US20Q1iQ012a2a7}bt view of Falchi etal. 
(US PBtent6.728.7B3>sfniM be wUhdramlbrlhe reasons G(lven In support of claim 1 from 
(ivhl^lhey depend. 

tt la respectfully sutim&tsd that, in view of the above remarfe, the ob^ecflona to Ihd 
application and redactions under 36 U^C. §100 should be withdrawn and ftiat this 
e^pBcatlon-tB In a condilion for an BOawancs of an pending daims* AecotdlnQ^y. favorable 
reoonsldenafion and an a&mianca of all pendbng dalms are oaurtaously soldfiaiL 

An aeily and tnorablaacfion is comteously soScftad. 

Respectfufiy subniit&ad. 



(CUSTOMER NUMBER 25|25S) 

O-AFUANT CORPORATION 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY DEPARTMEKT 
4jOOO Moruoa Road 
ChailottB, NC 28205 
Tetephone: (704) 331-7156 
Facsimila: (704)331*7707 




RIchand P. Sitvetman 
F^CstiBCtion No. 3d;277 
Ag^lfbrApplicards- 



9 



PA(X919'RCVDAT12I6I200S 3:23:45 PMpsternStandardTinie]'SVR:liSPTO{^ 



